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SALEM, Ore. – Fishery managers will seek public comments on issues affecting future fisheries for Columbia River 
white sturgeon and spring chinook salmon at meetings scheduled next month in Vancouver, Wash., and Astoria, Ore. 

The two meetings, sponsored by the fish and wildlife departments in both states, are designed to share information 
on developments that will affect management of those fisheries starting next year.  

The meetings are scheduled at the following times and locations:  

• Vancouver:  6-9 p.m. Nov. 5, Water Resource Education Center, 4600 S.E. Columbia Way, sponsored by 
the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW).  

• Astoria:  6-9 p.m. Nov. 10, The Loft at the Red Building, 20 Basin St., Suite F, sponsored by the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW).  

WDFW and ODFW scheduled the public meetings as part of their joint efforts to develop plans for white sturgeon and 
spring chinook fisheries.  Final decisions, including catch guidelines for sport and commercial fisheries, are expected 
early next year.  

“One of the key reasons for having these meetings is so the staff working on these issues can hear from the public,” 
said Steve Williams, ODFW administrator for the Columbia River and Marine Resources Program.  

Fishery managers for both states say new catch guidelines for sturgeon will likely reflect recent declines in the lower 
Columbia River sturgeon population.  For spring chinook fisheries, new catch guidelines must account for a recent 
agreement to allow enough fish to pass upriver to meet treaty obligations established by the U.S. v. Oregon court 
decision.  

“We have met with our Columbia River advisory groups about these issues, and we’d like to get additional input from 
the public,” said Cindy LeFleur, WDFW Columbia River policy coordinator. 
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